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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Since its beginning the International Concertation Meetings made a clear focus on
the co-operation of conference organisers. International meetings should become a
fixed part of high quality conferences and should support the co-operation and the
improvement of international meetings.

The ICM meeting in the frame of ICCHP 2008 followed this recommendation and
need and focused on the co-operation of conference organisers. The invitation of
delegates followed the results of the last meetings and also the agenda was based
on the results of previous meetings.

The ICM meeting during ICCHP benefited from the demonstration of prototype
systems which are seen as major contributions to increase the impact of
conferences:

- digital repository of abstracts/presentations/proceedings of conferences

- asystem for an easier and more efficient cross-marketing

- (life) streaming as a possibility to get broader attendance

The discussion once more underlined the need for an ongoing co-operation. It was
agreed that all partners in the co-operation should host such meetings as part of their
events. This already demonstrates the long lasting impact of the CWST initiative.

It was also underlined that an initiative like CWST would beneficial in the future to
facilitate such informal co-operation giving incentives for initiatives of a global
concern.

2 PREPARING AND RUNNING THE ICM

The ICM meeting was planned during ICCHP to enable distinguished experts to take
part in the frame of an event they attend anyway.

All conference facilities including registration, meals, disability support (see DL10 of
ICCHP itself) were available for the ICM meeting.

Mary-Ann Cummings-Prager and Harry Murphy from CSUN, USA agreed to chair the
meeting. This meeting followed up the discussion of the ICM meeting at CSUN in
March of the same year.

Invitations have been sent out to experts based on a) a discussion of CWST
members and b) on basis of registrations to ICCHP.

2.1 Invitation/application/nomination of chair
The following letter of invitations has been sent to selected experts:
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ICCHP 2008 h
11™ International Conference on i CC p

Computers Helping People with Special Needs ol .
9. —11. July 2008 marnal vrisrurcs on Comgusers
University of Linz, Austria x:::i‘:::pf:t:-ﬂsw it eeskis

hitp:www icchpoorg

e ﬁ%m ’

Invitation: —_—

International Meeting of Conference Conference Office
QOrganisers, ICCHP 2008 Institut lintegriert Studieren
Thursday, July 10, 13.00 — 17.00 Johannes Kepler Universitat Linz
Room: Kepler's Regtaurant and 52 1 Altenbergersir. 82, A-4040 Linz, Austria

Phone: + 43 732 2488 0232
Fax: +43 732 2458 28521
iccho@aib.uni-linz.ac.at

Distinguished colleagues,
For the past several vyears, conference Linz, 20.5.2008
organizers have tried to stimulaie and
coordinate international activities by coming together at major conferences around the world
such as AAATE, ICCHP, and CSUM. ICCHP 2008 will host such an informal mesting.
Thiz meeting will follow up the digcussion of the meeting at CSUN in March this year and
discuss topics like:
o Activities around the globe, new events (everybody)
o List of events including (everybody: own events and information about others)
o Single event'annual/biannualing specific sequence
o Planned for which area: Global/continent/country
o Main target groug (all disabkiliies or specific, scientfic/end userfindusiny)
o Expected number of participants
u) -
o Efficient cross marketing
o C“related evenis” page o link into or o download information
o Distribution of folder and information
o Formmalizing the co-operation of “Intemnational Conference Organizers in Assistive
Technology”
o Calling for keynote speakers, topics, eic.
Archive of contributions to AT conferences
Co-operation in “history in AT"
Memorandum of underatanding
Quality Azsessment — in particular for accessibility
Conference tool exchange
o Project co-operation
o Conferences supporing policy making and industry
Of course it iz up to you to bring further issues under discussion.
We will start with lunch together at the Kepler's restaurant at the university and will run the
meeting in the afternoon. In the evening we would be glad to finizh the meeting together at
the gala dinner (hitp:fawwaicchp.org/programmelsocialevents).

o0 ooao

We would be pleased if you could take part in this meeting — be our guest at ICCHP!

Mary-Ann Cummins-Frager, Hary Murphy Flaus Miezenberger
{Meeting Chairs) {Crganiging Chair of ICCHR)
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List of invited experis:

o Mary Ann Cummins Prager, Vice President, Student Affairs, Director, Center
on Disabilities, Organizer of CSUN conference, Mary. Ann.Cummins-
Prageri@csun.edu

o Harry Murphy, Founder, CSUN Conference and Member, Advisory Board,
CSUN Center on Disahilities: harrymurphyi@hotmail .com

o Anna-Lisa Salminen, president AAATE, Stakes, Finland, Anna-

Liisa. Salminen@stakes fi

o Pier Luigi Emiliani, Director of the Institute of Applied Physics of the Mational
Fesearch Council (CMR), host of AAATE 2009, p.lemilianig@ifac.cnr.it

o Dominique Burger, Braillenst, INSERM, UPMC, France, organiser of Colloque
INSERM, Faris, dominigque. burgerif@sny jussisu fr

o Mell Bailey, Executive Director, RESNA: MBailey@resna.org

o Glenn Hedman, President, RESHNA: ghedman@uic.edu

o Luis Azevedo, Organizer, AITADIS Conference (Iberan Peninsula-Latin
America). anditec@mail telepac pt

o Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero, European Commission: Inmaculada.Placencia-
Fomero@ec.eurona eul

o Hisaichi Ohnabe, Niigata University of Health and Welfare, 23™ Japanese
Conference on the Advancement of Assistive and Rehahilitation Technology;
ohnabednulw. ac.jp

o Takenobu Inous, Mational Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities,
23" Japanese Conference on the Advancemeant of Assistive and
Fehabilitation Technology, inous@rehab.gojp

o Roberto Diaz, ANTARC TECNOSOLUCIOMES and Mexico City Conference:
antarg@Eterra. com. mx

o Miguel Gonzalez-Sancho, European Commission, Information Society

Directorate Generalm Unit H3: ICT for inclusion, Deputy Head of Uinit:

Miguel GONZALEZ-SANCHO-BODERC e eUropa. eu

Harry kKnops, Next Generation for All, AAATE, CWST, haryknopsdnngdall.nl

Klaus Miesenberger, Johannes Kepler University, Organizer of ICCHP

Conference, President-elect AAATE, CWST: klaus.miesenbergerfijku.at

Organised in co-operation with:

+nEn A

-E i W W ] Lalifornia :ﬂel_prr{ml]' [ . i
Sy T RARTEE Northridge ™ . 4

2.2 Agreement with CWST

ICCHP is organised by a CWST partner there was no need for an agreement. One
meeting chair — Harry Murphy was also chair of the conference the second one —
Mary-Ann Cummins Prager was invited by the ICM.

2.3 ICM office

The conference office of ICCHP was also used for the ICM meeting (see DL10 of
ICCHP). Klaus Miesenberger took over the role of a meeting manager. Priska
Feichtenschlager helped with organisational issues.

2.3.1 Information, Invitation, Flyer

Participation in the meeting was only on invitation basis (see the invitation letter
above).

2.3.2 Registration

The meeting was organised using the ICCHP conference tool. (see DL10 of ICCHP).
Invited experts who did not take part in ICCHP could register for the conference
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(without paying the registration fee) and take part in ICCHP for free in appreciation of
their support in the meeting.

2.4 Budget: Sponsoring, Accounting
The ICM-Budget was a part of the ICCHP-budget.

Part of the costs for web-page-design, development of the conference-tool,
organisation and public relation were supported by the ICM-budget of CWST.

The scientific coordination was done by Klaus Miesenberger in the frame of his
regular job.

Travel and accommodation of one chair (Mary-Ann Cummins Prager) were covered
by the ICM-budget of CWST. Also the meeting facilities including coffee and tea were
covered by it.

The following table outlines the costs which have been billed to CWST. “Non costed”
wants to outline the estimation of costs for the involved organisation not budgeted to
CWST (“in kind”).

ICM 2008 01/01/08 | 31/07/08 1000772008, Linz, Austria
non CWST
Expenditures costed s Detailed description
Period 4 Peoriod 5
Staff cosis 1.690 475 3336
Crganisation, PR, Technigus 1.270 475 1.668
Participation and direction 320 I
Development of Input 1.668
Travel and hotel costs 0 0 1.081
Cumminz-Prager 1.081|( flight of chair-person
Consumables 0 0 29
Recepiion 29| Coffee, t=a
Ovearheads 0 95 889
Total expenditures 1.690 570 5.334
Overview non - cwst
costed
Staff cosis 1.690 3811
Travel and hotel costs 0 1.081
Consumables 0 29
Ovearheads 0 984
Total expenditures 1.690 5.876

2.5 Local Facilities

A big conference room was made available including presentation facilities,
microphone and loudspeaker. PCs and Internet access were available.

2.6 Hotel: Reservation, Booking, Co-operation

The ICCHP facilities (conference hotel) were used for guest of the ICM (see DL10 of
ICCHP).
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2.7 Special needs arrangements

ICCHP support was available for participants with disabilities (see DL08 of ICCHP).
No requests for support have been made.

3 Meeting Report

3.1 Participants

The following list presents the invited experts and their affiliation. The list of invited
experts is put together based on previous meetings and regarding the topics to be
discussed. The first meetings have led to a clear focus on conference co-operation.
Due to this experts are selected regarding their involvement in conferences or on
aspects of particular importance for conference organisations.

The invitation letter shows the list of invited experts, below the list actual attending
participants in the meeting:

e Mary-Ann Cummins Prager, Vice President, Student Affairs, Director,
Centre on Disabilities, Organizer of CSUN conference:
mary.ann.cummins.prager@csun.edu

¢ Klaus Miesenberger, Johannes Kepler University; Organizer, ICCHP
Conference and President-elect, AAATE: klaus.miesenberger@jku.at

e Dominique Burger, Braillenet, INSERM, UPMC, France, organiser of
Colloque INSERM, Paris, dominique.burger@snv.jussieu.fr

¢ Miguel Gonzalez-Sancho, European Commission, Information Society
Directorate Generalm Unit H3: ICT for inclusion, Deputy Head of Unit:
Miguel. GONZALEZ-SANCHO-BODERO@ec.europa.eu

e Harry Murphy, Founder, CSUN Conference and Member, Advisory Board,
CSUN Center on Disabilities: harrymurphy@hotmail.com

Regarding the special topic of the meeting the following speakers/contributors were
invited to the meeting:
e Mike Paciello, The Paciello Group, USA, life-streaming expert
e Roland Ossmann, Johannes Kepler University, Austria, developer of the
accessible conference tool, Digital Repository
e Christian Schult, Johannes Kepler University, Austria, developer of
accessible conference webpage, organiser of publishing process, R.E.M.

Not in attendance, but contributing material:

e Hisaichi Ohnabe, Niigata University of Health and Welfare:
ohnabe@nuhw.ac.jp and

e Takenobu Inoue, National Rehabilitation Center for Persons with
Disabilities unoue@rehab.go.jp
both: 23" Japanese Conference on the Advancement and Rehabilitation
Technology:

e Roberto Daiz, ANTARQ TECNOSOLUCIONES and Mexico City
Conference: antarg@terra.com.mx

3.2 Outline of the discussion and results

First it was underlined that such international meeting are of high importance both for
conference itself (e.g. cross-marketing, quality control and improvement) but also for
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the field as a whole as there are only a few opportunities to discuss issues at global
level.

As a consequence it has been announced that both CSUN and RESNA will host
such international meetings in the future. Also RESJA intends such a meeting for the
conference in August 2008 following the materials provided.

CSUN ran the first international meeting which was organised independent from
CWST in March 2008. The minutes have been presented and are attached as Annex
l.

3.2.1 Working title of the group

In the previous meeting at CSUN 2008 it was agreed that the groups should have a
name to better identify and present their activities. The working title of the group is
“International Conference Organizers in Assistive Technologies”.

3.2.2 Agreement on final agenda of the meeting

Harry Murphy prefaced the agenda by saying that the general purpose was to better
coordinate the activities of international conferences and be mutually supportive of
each other.

We could also help promote new conferences, such as the one proposed by Luis
Azevedo (Ibo-Latin America).

Agenda:

1. Cross — marketing of conferences

2. Digital repository: A central archive of presentations from as many
conferences as possible

3. System to support cross-marketing of events

4. Life Streaming as a possibility to enhance the quality of conferences

5. Conducting a meeting of organizers at each of the conferences around the
world

6. Cooperative research activities

7. Other

3.2.3 Cross-marketing of conferences

The group agreed that so far the best organisational framework for cross marketing
of conferences are such international meetings. Partners prepare materials which
they bring to the attention of participants and agreements are made how to
implement cross-marketing.
A more formal approach would be the implementation of formal agreements between
conference organisers. As a model for this the agreement between ICCHP and
CSUN was presented and also the so called “Tokushima Agreement” between the
RESNA, RESJA, ARATA and AAATE might be a model for this.
Such agreements would include

e Cross-marketing

e Invitations of representatives

e Organisation of international meetings

e Exchange of information on speakers
Below the agreement between CSUN and ICCHP is included which will be one
example to work on such an extended agreement:
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Memorandum of Co-operation

b=bween the conferances
CSUM, 1ICCHP and ARATE

CSUN, representad by Mary Ann Cumming Prager,
AAMATE, represented by Hamy Knops.
and ICCHP, represented by Klaus Miesenbergar

agree on the following co-operation

PUrDDEE

Intemniational, gobal co-operation 1s an important contibution to the development of the fekd
of renabiiiation fechnology, ICT for people with @isabliflies, accessipility, einciusion In the
dittzrent arzas of reszarch, development and application.

The co-operation bebwsen these three major conferences should fostsr the gobal co-

operation and support the developmens of a global market.
By supporting the whole fli2id with these aciivities the co-operation should help o bettsr

gsiabllsh and further dgeve|op the confsrences.

Acnivities

The co-aperation, which has o be discussed and detalied Tor each event will Inclede at least
e folowing aciiviles

* linking the web pages of the events In 3 vislple sechon [melaled evenis”) Including
the statement wrilien down In the rational above

L Inciuding first announcement  programme of ofher events into the conference
package of each events

L Insertion of an annouwncamens? Into the conference programme

L Invitatlon of one speaker o an Intemational conceratlon mesting held dwing the
confersnce

Each parner will d=fine the deadlines and ather prereguisites (e.g. slze, guallty, resodulion of
materlals) In 3 separate document which ks part of s memorandum.

ResoUrcas
Each partner [conference arganizer) 5 regpaonsiole t> make the resourcss for thess co-

operation acilviles avallable and partners will not charge eadh other for the performance of
ihem.

Dara and Duranon of the Memoarandum of Co-operaron
This memgorandum of co-aperation takes effect fam the date of signature. Each partner can
determine the co-operation at any time wihout having the obligatkan bo glve reasons for .

Changes of the Wemorandum

Changes to the memorandum, especially o the sl of activites, can only be made I¥ partners

aggres on fnem.
Changes or adaptation fo the lst of dates and prerequisies cam b2 made Dy each

conference arganising parner and be brought 1o the attenilon of ofhers at least tivs month
petare the Nirst deadiine In the table.

Procadure In case of conflices

This memorandum |5 based on voluntary co-operallon and under no circumstances
establishas any possiblity for 3 legal claim on the performance of any actity.
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List of dates and prerequisites for ICCHP

ICCHP is a biannual conference taking placs in even years, presumably in July.

What Deadline Remark
Web page (permanent) update when ever wanted |on a visible placs; shou'd
include a staternent of co-
operation
Inclusion of materials in £ weeks before conference | presurnably 500 copies (to
conference bag (end of May) at conference | be decided 10 weeks (end
office) of Agpril) before
Inserticn in confersnce f weeks before conference [ ha'f AS page in printable
programms [end of May) qualty, pdf, jpp or tiff
format
Inwitation of a speaker 8 menths (end of January)
before conference (in case
of contribution to the
conference proceedings;
camera ready version fill
mid of March); or 2 months
before conference for the
programime

List of dates and prerequisites for CSUN conference
Technology and Persons with Disabilites” annual confersnce take place each year,
during the third week in March.

YWhat Deadline Remark
Web page (permanent) Updaie on 3 regu'ar, Linked to the conference
scheduled basis webpags — slatement of

cooperation including
weblink to ICCHP

conference
Conference packet Flyer due i our office by | 2,500 copies of
materials January 15 of each year ferature/program

flyerfetc. needs to bein
our offce for packst

stuffing
Ceonference Program Wording or art work in our | Quarter to half page
athverlisemeant office by January & advertisement will be

orinted in our conference
program (see website for

specifos)
Speaker invitation Call for Paper submission | Submit "Call for Papsr”
by Ocicher 1 submission (see website
for specifics)

Further on the R.E.M. system proposed below would offer a step forward for a more
efficient cross-marketing and information on other events (see 3.2.5).
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3.2.4 Digital Repository

Christian Schult, University of Linz, presented the idea of a digital repository. All
important information, documents and multimedia data about events concerning
Assistive Technology should be collected in one database. Every organiser should
have access just for the events he/she is responsible for. The information should be
available on the Web. Important issues are policy management, full text indexing and
tagging documents with additional meta information. This information is important for
prioritising the search results.

1Is-DR

e
- e " to
Icchp - DigmlRepositary . et® s
o=

o 1IS-DR
; Icchp""‘-‘-" DR i

L1 What is it?

<
bes— * Knowledge Tree
N g - ODMS
el e &, [OnlineDocumentManagementSystem]
2= i )
f » Repository for all types of media
. _ [text/audio/video!/.. ]
[ —_— —
#

1IS-DR

" (]
R
DigralREposONY e roabters

Server * Free...opensource

- Webserver [Apache / IIS] - Complete webbased
» MySQL Database

* Free scalable [only limited by hardware]
» Powerfull Server [indexing needs high

+ Customisable [opensource]

capacities] .
» Documents accessible from everywhere
Client [webbased]
« Webbrowser for GUI

IIS-DR

[ ]
ICCh p b OigtaRepostony 0% e

n T

JKU

m I15-DR '
= Digltalfsposhory e fim
cchp ™ gy mters "
UNIVERSITY LINI S .

Repository Features Repository

» Document creation and collaboration

* Document versioning « Let’s take a look
» Document security and control [users/roles)

« Powerful document indexing and search DiagitalRepository

engine [fulltext]

» Document metadata
[free definable matadatasets]

» Workflows [rudimental]

All participants underlined their interest in such a system. In particular it was
underlined that such a system would be of tremendous importance for educational
activities to give efficient access to the state of the art for students in the field of AT
and elnclusion.

It was agreed that such a system asks for
e Agreement and clarification of copyright issues

Deliverable -12 -



CWST
Proposal No.: 004111

Conferences — Workshops — Seminars - Tutorials
e Definition of the data to be included: It was agreed that only data like

o Author (name, affiliation, contact)

o Title

o Keywords (if available)

0 Abstract
will be included. If users would like to see the full paper they are linked to the
repository of the owner (publisher, conference organiser) and get access to
the materials based on their regulations and business models.

The group agreed that the University of Linz should further elaborate the system and
based on this that partners should send samples of the files they have to Linz to
allow an automatic import and integration into the repository.

It was also underlined that such a co-operation asks for a project co-operation and
for resources to make it a professional service. Possibilities of an international project
co-operation should be sorted out.

In any case this issue should stay on the agenda of such international meetings.

3.2.5 R.E.M - Related Events Management

Roland Ossmann, University on Linz, introduced the Related Events Management
(REM) system, a prototype of an easy to use web based system where event
organisers could provide information on their events and which would be a source for
cross-linking conferences.

The idea of REM is, creating a central platform for conference organisers. All related
events are stored in a database and presented on a webpage. Each member of the
related events group (the membership will be decided by a board) is responsible for
its content and the update of the content. The data can be presented on conference
pages by including the REM webpage or by accessing the database via a read-only
account.

10WANNES KEPLER
UNIVERSITY LIND

b icchp

R.E.M.

* Decision by board

Related * Get account

Events * Event management responsible for
content

Management
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e o i Y |
e Update

» Simple webform « Same form then creation
« Name, date, location
* ULR, logo and remark

+ List all events, not ended yet * Include page
- List by date * Copy/paste content from page
* Read-only interface to database

3.2.6 Streaming

Mike Paciello gave a presentation on the possibilities to enhance the impact of
conferences and event by streaming, be it life streaming or stored streams on a
server for later (re)visiting. He presented the system Let'sGoExpo
(http://www.letsgoexpo.com/) which allows to set up virtual conferences and to
integrate sessions by life streaming, audio or video with features like:

e Easy, form-based tools to build and customize online events

¢ Flexible database driven system to choose the right look and feel

e Advertising, attendance, and visitor pattern statistics

e |Integrated voice-chat web conferencing using the totally accessible

tcConference system

e Custom web designs are available for a unique look and feel
Such services are of course cost intensive for conference organisers but the system
demonstrates the potential of according business models allowing a fee per view or
participation for a certain time model. In any case such a system would allow a
broader dissemination of the results which would complement the proceedings and
the presentation materials (slides).
A co-operation of conferences as discussed in ICM meeting would be an ideal driver
to increase the quality and the impact of conferences in the field of AT and
elnclusion.

3.2.7 International Meetings at each event

The group agreed that each partner conference in the groups should host such
international meetings in the future. The meetings held and facilitated in the
framework of CWST have demonstrated how important they are as a basis for
exchange and co-operation. RESNA, RESJA, AAATE and ICCHP will host such
meetings in the future.
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It was also outlined that there should be an agreement on the regulations for
participation (e.g. free participation of one delegate) which should be part of the
agreement to be developed

3.2.8 Co-operative research activities
No issues were discussed regarding this issue. It was agreed that the repository, the
agreement, the cross-marketing are issues which should get all attention by the
group at the moment.

3.2.9 Otherissues discussed

A final issue brought into discussion was the Event Handbook which is under
development in the framework of CWST. All partners underlined their interest in this
tool and their willingness to review the handbook as soon as it is available.

In addition all partners presented information and distributed materials on upcoming
conferences/events.
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Annex I: Minutes International Meeting at CSUN 2008

California State University, Northridge
Center on Disabilities

Notes from a Meeting of International Conference Organizers
CSUN Conference

14 March 2008
In attendance:

Mary Ann Cummins Prager, Vice President, Student Affairs, Director, Center on Disabilities,
Organizer of CSUN conference: mary.ann.cummins.prager@csun.edu

Klaus Miesenberger, Johannes Kepler University; Organizer, ICCHP Conference and
President-elect, AAATE: klaus.miesenberger@jku.at

Nell Bailey, Executive Director, RESNA: NBailey@resna.org

Glenn Hedman, President, RESNA: ghedman@uic.edu

Luis Azevedo, Organizer, AITADIS Conference (Iberian Peninsula-Latin America):
anditec@mail.telepac.pt

John Williams, Assistive Technology News: jwilliams@atechnews.com

Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero, European Commission: Inmaculada.Placencia-
Porrero@ec.europa.eu

Gorka Eizmendi, Fatronik (www.Fatronik.com). Fatronik was a supporter of the AAATE
conference that was held in San Sebastian, Spain in September of 2007:
geizmendi@fatronik.com

Harry Murphy, Founder, CSUN Conference and Member, Advisory Board, CSUN Center on
Disabilities: harrymurphy@hotmail.com

Not in attendance, but contributed materials:

Hisaichi Ohnabe, Niigata University of Health and Welfare, and Takenobu Inoue, National
Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities, 23™ Japanese Conference on the
Advancement of Assistive and Rehabilitation Technology: ohnabe@nuhw.ac.jp and
inoue@rehab.go.jp

Roberto Diaz, ANTARQ TECNOSOLUCIONES and Mexico City Conference:
antarq@terra.com.mx
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Working title of the group:
International Conference Organizers in Assistive Technology

Glenn Hedman suggested that we identify a better name for this group. Agreed. Action item
to all: everyone is invited to suggest names.

Agenda of Meeting

Harry Murphy prefaced the agenda by saying that the general purpose was to better
coordinate the activities of international meetings and be mutually supportive of each other

We could also help promote new conferences, such as the one proposed by Luis Azevedo
(Ibo-Latin America)

Harry recognized that some of us already had agreements in place with other international
conferences

1. Cross — marketing of conferences

Each unit agreed that we would place the logo and link of each conference on our respective
electronic sites. Action item to all: please move ahead on this now

It was suggested that each unit define the content and the audience of each conference. Action
item to all: please move ahead on this now

It was also suggested that we may be able to share conference software (speakers, registration,
overall management)

It was also suggested that this alliance may be helpful in identifying colleagues who could
assist in paper reviews

2. Informing presenters about speaking opportunities at each conference

In addition to having a logo and link to each conference, at the time the Call for Papers of
each conference is announced, this Call could also be presented on our respective sites

From time to time a conference may make a special call for speakers in a certain area. These
could also be posted by each unit

3. Conducting a meeting of organizers at each of the conferences around the world

Harry indicated that informal meetings of this kind had been held at ICCHP, CSUN, and
AAATE

Mary Ann strongly suggests that this group be composed of organizers of conferences on
assistive technology whose primary focus is the dissemination of research and applied
knowledge. These conferences may also serve as venues for the sharing of best practices for
end users as well as those who serve persons with disabilities and the aging
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Nell and Glenn agreed to host such a meeting at the RESNA conference in June/July in
Washington, DC and send out invitations
Klaus has agreed to host such a meeting at ICCHP in Linz, Austria in July

Harry noted that “rolling groups” would form: that is, not everyone would be in attendance at
every conference, but the notes from each would go to all who are recognized for inclusion

4. A central archive of presentations from as many conferences as possible

Klaus addressed this issue, demonstrated a possible model, and agreed to send each of us a
plan. It would constitute a robust database for researchers, students, presenters, conference
organizers, and others. Action item: Klaus to send plan

It was agreed that accessibility would be a major priority

Discussion centered about offering this archive as some special value to our audiences. Might
there be economic value? A modest fee to use this service? Action item: Klaus is to send us a
plan for this

It was suggested that there may be international funding to support this

5. Cooperative research activities

At several conferences, Harry Knops has taken a leadership role in identifying those who are
doing research and who might form alliances for cooperative research on an international
basis

Harry Murphy suggests that the two meetings (conference organizers) and cooperative
research be held separately at meetings around the world as not all who do conferences do
research and vice-versa

6. Other
Action item: Luis Azevedo and Roberto Diaz will be in contact with each other
John Williams made these suggestions: that each of the conferences find ways to offer more
scholarships, that we find ways to better educate the press and that we consider having our
websites in various languages

Summary of Action Items

1. Propose a name for this group

2. Send your logo and link to RESNA (Nell Bailey), CSUN (Mary Ann Cummins
Prager), ICCHP, AAATE (Klaus will manage both), Ibo-Latin America (Luis) and
Mexico City (Roberto). See email addresses above. As other conferences come into
the “rolling group,” we will add them to our list

Within your electronic materials, define your content and audience

Klaus is to send a plan for archives

»ow

5. Luis and Roberto to communicate about their respective conferences
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Event Evaluation Form

The ICM at ICCHP 2008 once more demonstrated the importance of such
international meetings and how they efficiently support marketing of events. A formal
agreement to make them a permanent part of conferences is supported by all
conference organisers and will be put in place.

The tools presented show how conferences could co-operate to better support the
field of elnlcusion. Presenting the prototypes of the shared repository of publications
and the related event management tools, which were supported by CWST, were
acknowledged and provoked an intensive discussion how to make them a
professional tool.

The meetings by nature will lead to activities related to issues of a global concern. It
can be expected that the CWST initiative of such international meetings will have a
high impact on future co-operation at global level.
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DL 28. ICM at ICCHP 2008

Target

Conferences
are isolated
and lack in
co-operation
to better
support the
field

Local reports
Presentation of
prototypes of a)
a shared digital
repository of
presentations/pr
oceedings, b) a
releated event
management
tool for more
efficient cross
marketing

C) streaming
possibilities for
conferences. In
addition a
formal
agreement was
discussed

Cross
Marketing,
exchange.
Working on
an agreement
between
conference
organisers and
considering to
setup a
formal co-
operation;
further
development
of prototypes

Prototypes,
agreement on
installing
international
meetings as
part of
conferences,
fixing next
meetings,
working on
follow up
activity to
CWST

International
body
facilitating the
co-operation
“International
group of
conference
organisers in
AT”,

Efficient tools
for co-
operation

Short term

Fixing
international
meetings.
Tools for co-
operation:
shared
repository,
job market
exchange,
related event
management;
Cross
marketing

Mid term

formal
agreements;
further project
activities

Presenting the group as high quality conference organisers

Deliverable

-20 -




